
11th Grade Town Hall
Monday May 4, 2020

Brain Teaser: What does each say?



Town Hall Agenda

1. Welcome from Team 11 [Tyler & Stacey (in Spanish)]

2. Award Winners from Virtual Instruction [Donald]

3. Spring 2020 & Virtual Instruction Best Practices [Covelman]

4. Grading Options (Credit / No Credit) [Barba]

5. POLs [Mar/Covelman, Hapner/Donald]

6. Questions & Answers [Hapner & Stacey (in Spanish)]

7. Closing Thoughts from Team 11 [Everyone]
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Zoom Norms
● Attendees can type Questions in the Q&A
● If you have the same question as someone else, you can “Like” it to 

move it up
● We may answer in the chat or talk about it Live
● We will answer questions at the end
● Video is turned off for Attendees



Donald (Math) Covelman (History) Barba (Counseling) Sarah (Resource)

Hapner (English) Mar (Biology) Eric (Pathways) Stacey (Coach)





Spring 2020 and Virtual Instruction Best Practices

● All assignments are posted on Google Classroom every 
Monday morning, then due at the end of the day on Thursday.

● Teachers are releasing videos to accompany assignments in 
addition to PowerPoints and class schedules.

● All teachers are available for questions via email during 
normal school hours.

● Students can sign up for one-on-one meetings using the 
Team 11 Office Hours spreadsheet posted on Classroom.



Resources Available:

● Signature Practices Classroom
● Team 11 Spring Calendar



Spring 2020 
Remaining Schedule



Da Vinci Grading Options
Spring 2020

Making Adjustments for the 
COVID-19 Remote Learning Period
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These slides are a verbal 
explanation of this letter:
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Virtual Instruction Grading Synopsis 
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● All students have a choice between the following:
(1) getting letter grades for all their courses
(2) getting CR/NCR for all their courses

● Students go to this form to request a change to the CR/NCR 
scale. The default is letter grades for all students. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1os5FtG6ZwZtAECTO1DZ8r7orb_UZR-xg/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSch_qezM82H4MxAGFAalAn9JxMGNwL_BUoWYzF-Q1eoySnlig/viewform?usp=sf_link


Virtual Instruction Grading Synopsis 
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Change to the letter grade scale: Any student who earns lower 
than a 37% will get an NCR (no effect on GPA) instead of an 
Incomplete (0 GPA points factored into grade).

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1os5FtG6ZwZtAECTO1DZ8r7orb_UZR-xg/view?usp=sharing


Virtual Instruction Grading Synopsis 
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In order for a student to pass regardless of grade scale choice, the 
minimum percentage required is 37%.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1os5FtG6ZwZtAECTO1DZ8r7orb_UZR-xg/view?usp=sharing


Virtual Instruction Grading Synopsis 
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The deadline for requesting the change to CR/NCR is 
Monday, May 11th.

Because our honors policy states that students must 
earn a B- or better to earn honors credit in a class, a 
student who chooses to switch from the regular grading 
scale to CR/NCR will not be able to earn honors credit. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1os5FtG6ZwZtAECTO1DZ8r7orb_UZR-xg/view?usp=sharing


Comparing the Grading Options
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Only in the Letter Grade Scale In BOTH Scales Only in the CR/NCR Scale

● The As, Bs, and Cs you earn 
this semester may change 
your overall GPA.

● If you earn honors in a 
course, you will receive the 
additional GPA boost for the 
honors course.

● No penalty to your GPA if 
you get an NCR.

● The grade of NCR (No 
Credit) is issued to any 
student earning less than 
37% in a class.

● Students may have to 
re-take any classes in which 
an NCR was earned if the 
course is needed for 
graduation.

● There will be no change to 
your GPA at all. Your 
cumulative GPA is frozen as 
of December 2019.

● There is no difference on 
the transcript between a 
student who earns a 38% 
and a student who earns a 
99%. Both students will get 
a CR on their transcript.

● You cannot earn honors in 
the CR/NCR scale.



Pros and Cons of Staying on the Letter Grade Scale
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Pros
● You could increase your 

cumulative GPA.

● As and Bs always look good on 
your transcript.

● If you’re working hard and 
feeling successful, you can earn 
the grades you’ve been working 
for.

● You can still earn honors credit 
for your courses.

Cons
● You could decrease your 

cumulative GPA.

● You could feel stressed out 
about maintaining high grades if 
you’re having a hard time doing 
school work.



Pros and Cons of Switching to Credit / No Credit
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Pros
● Your cumulative GPA cannot 

decrease.

● You don’t have to worry about if 
your work is an A, B, or C quality.

● Colleges and universities will 
consider grades of CR for this 
semester due to the pandemic.

Cons
● Your cumulative GPA cannot 

increase.

● You cannot earn honors credit 
this semester.



College Admission Updates 
UC System

UC is temporarily suspending the standardized 
test requirement for students applying for fall 
2021 freshman admission only.

Keep in mind that Pass grades will not be included 
in the GPA calculation, nor will they receive an 
extra point in the GPA if they are approved honors, 
AP or IB courses.

CSU System

The CSU has temporarily relaxed some 
undergraduate admissions standards for both 
newly admitted students and prospective students 
to account for changes in grading, instruction and 
administration of standardized tests.

Keep in Mind: 
Private universities
Differences by state 



POLs
US History/Biology

● On-Zoom (Part Pre-Recorded 
Video/Live Discussion)

● Content-based
● Students demonstrate knowledge of 

content, answer questions, and 
participate in group discussion.

● Will closely resemble traditional 
POLs

English/Geometry & Pre-Cal

● On Zoom (all live)
● Individual time slots (self-assign)
● Reflection-based
● Must show evidence to back up 

reflection
● Will resemble an exit interview
● Mastery will be assessed through 

project deliverables (English) and 
assessments (Math)



Questions and Answers

● Focus for questions should be applicable to 
the entire 11th grade 
○ Individual student-specific questions should be 

reserved for teachers during their individual 
office hours

● Please post your questions in the chat!

○ Questions will be moderated in the chat and 
answered by Team 11



Closing Thoughts

1. Stay engaged as much as 
possible

2. Communicate with us
3. We are here to help
4. Decide on Grades/Credit
5. Focus is on growth (not just 

academically)


